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Captured  Americans 
Humane  Treatment,  LBJ 

In  a White  House  press  conference  July  20, 

Johnson  declared  that  any  other  than  “humane 
ment”  accorded  American  prisoners  of  war  by 
Hanoi  Government  would  not  be  accepted  by  the  civil- 
ized world.  People  would  react  accordingly,  he  said. 
Refusing  to  discuss  measures  which  might  be  taken 
if  Americans  are  placed  on  trial,  he  said  U.S.  military 
men  are  not  war  criminals  and  are  not  to  be  treated 
as  such.  He  termed  “deplorable”  and  “repulsive”  the 
thought  they  might  be  so  treated. 


More  Manpower  in  Vietnam 


V 


More  manpower  will  be  required  in  Vietnam,  he 
replied  to  a question,  and  Gen.  William  C.  Westmore- 
land will  be  given  such  numbers  of  men  as  he  requires 
and  requests.  Pointing  out  the  United  States  is  work- 
ing on  four  fronts  to  restore  peace — diplomatic,  eco- 
nomic, political  and  military — the  President  said  our 
troops  are  giving  an  excellent  account  of  themselves, 
have  high  morale,  are  well  trained,  adequately  sup- 
plied and  properly  fed.  Enemy  losses  are  at  a ratio 
higher  than  10  to  1,  he  declared,  noting  there  are  twice 
as  many  enemy  defectors  this  year.  Many  are  very 
youthful  and  suffering  from  illness  and  disease. 

The  U.  S.  has  made  it  clear,  he  repeated,  that  any- 
time NVN  is  willing  to  sit  at  the  conference  table 
the  U.  S.  will  be  there,  but  that  bombings  cannot  be 
halted  by  talking  only  about  one-half  of  the  war — 
war  actions  of  the  other  side  must  also  be  included. 


AIR  FORCE  CROSS— Air  Force  Capt.  Delbert  W. 
Fleener,  who  served  as  a forward  air  controller  in  RVN, 
receives  Air  Force  Cross  from  Gen.  Hunter  Harris,  CIC, 
Pacific  Air  Forces.  Air  Force  Cross  is  second  highest 
award  bestowed  for  valor. 

U.S.,  Republic  of  Korea  Sign 
Status  of  Forces  Agreement 

The  Republic  of  Korea  and  the  United  States  have 
signed  a Status  of  Forces  Agreement  similar  to  those 
now  existing  with  Japan  and  various  NATO  countries. 

Like  other  SOFA  pacts,  the  Korean  agreement  is 
designed  to  resolve  legal  tangles  between  American 
and  host-country  law. 


Conference  Offer 

He  offered  to  meet  North  Vietnam  at  a conference 
sponsored  by  the  International  Committee  of  the  Red 
Cross.  There,  he  said,  the  two  nations  could  discuss 
ways  to  give  the  1949  Geneva  Conventions  on  prisoners 
of  war  “fuller  and  more  complete  application  in 
Vietnam.” 

There  is  no  indication  of  a willingness  by  Hanoi 
to  discuss  prisoner  exchanges,  he  stated. 

Questioned  about  attitudes  towards  Red  China,  the 
President  asserted  the  United  States  has  tried  to 
lead  the  way  in  exchange  of  viewpoints  and  under- 
standing. We  are  working  towards  the  end,  he  said, 
that  some  day  all  nations  will  be  guided  by  the 
principles  of  the  United  Nations  charter. 


One  provision  of  the  31  article  agreement  gives  Korea 
jurisdiction  in  civil  claims  disputes  among  Americans 
and  Koreans. 

Another  proviso  applies  to  offenses  not  arising  out 
of  any  act  or  omission  in  performance  of  official 
duty.  In  such  cases,  the  U.S.  may  exercise  jurisdiction 
unless  the  Korean  government  decides  within  15  days 
whether  it  wishes  its  courts  to  exercise  jurisdiction. 

Should  a serviceman  be  tried  by  a Korean  criminal 
court,  the  agreement  contains  an  extensive  list  of  pro- 
cedural protections  in  accordance  with  U.S.  consti- 
tutional guarantees. 

The  agreement  will  not  go  into  effect  until  three 
months  after  the  Korean  government  notifies  the  U.S. 
the  pact  has  been  ratified. 
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Memos 

COMMANDER  OF  VIETNAMESE 
Army  21st  Infantry  Division,  Brig. 
Gen.  Nguyen  Van  Minh,  honored  men 
of  Air  Force’s  3rd  Tactical  Fighter 
Wing  for  furnishing  continued  air 
support  to  division  soldiers.  During 
two  major  ground  actions  recently, 
wing7  F-100  Supersabre  strike  pilots 
were  credited  by  South  Vietnamese 
with  killing  450  VC  troops  opposing 
21st  Division  men. 

INTENSIVE  STUDY  OF  GEMINI 
photographs  taken  over  oceanic  and 
coastal  areas  reveals  they  are  of  sig- 
nificant value  to  ocean  scientists. 
Large  scale  oceanographic  features 
observed  in  outer-space  color  prints 
illustrate  potential  for  correcting 
charts,  tracking  river  effluent,  and 
detecting  shoal  areas.  Other  possible 
applications  for  spacecraft  in  ocean- 
ography could  be  ice  surveillance,  sea 
state  measurements,  and  mapping  of 
currents. 

NIMBUS  II,  LARGEST  weather  sat- 
ellite ever  launched,  has  passed  its 
final  two  month  test  objective  of  24 
hour-a-day  operation  without  a fail- 
ure. It  is  now  being  readied  for  ex- 
tensive infrared  photo  coverage  of 
hurricane  breeding  areas  in  Atlantic 
Ocean.  The  912-pound  experimental 
weather-eye  was  launched  by  NASA 
from  California. 

ATTACKING  MILITARY  PERSON- 
NEL might  become  federal  offense 
under  resolution  Representative  Glenn 
Andrews  (R-Ala)  intends  to  intro- 
duce. The  Congressman  cited  need 
for  such  legislation  after  the  recent 
attack  and  robbery  of  a serviceman 
aboard  a subway  train  in  Chicago. 

LAST  POLARIS  SUBMARINE,  USS 
Will  Rogers,  was  launched  July  21 
at  Groton,  Conn.  Named  after  Okla- 
homa’s “cowboy  philosopher,”  sub  is 
officially  known  as  SSBN-659,  41st 
and  last  authorized  ship  of  Polaris 
program.  She  is  scheduled  for  com- 
missioning in  March  1967. 


CHIEF  USAF  VETERINARIAN  will 
get  one-star  rank  under  bill  referred 
to  House  Armed  Services  Committee. 
Representative  Jed  Johnson  Jr. 
(D-Okla)  proposes  the  rank  of  Briga- 
dier General  for  Air  Force  officer 
while  serving  as  Assistant  Surgeon 
General  for  Veterinary  Services. 

COAST  GUARD  CHIEF  of  Staff 
RAdm.  Paul  E.  Trimble  named  to 
post  of  Assistant  Commandant, 
USCG,  succeeding  VAdm.  William  D. 
Shields  (ret.).  Promotion  to  vice 
admiral  goes  with  appointment. 

HENRY  A.  THOURON,  Wilmington 
chemical  company  executive,  has  been 
appointed  Civilian  Aide  for  Delaware 
by  Army  Secretary  Stanley  R.  Resor. 
Mr.  Thouron  will  explain  Army’s 
missions  and  objectives  to  Delaware 
residents  and  interpret  civilian  views 
and  reactions  for  Army.  Mr.  Thou- 
ron is  one  of  66  such  aides  serving  in 
honorary  capacity  without  remuner- 
ation. 

AIRMEN  SEPARATION  REGULA- 
TIONS, once  in  14  different  Air  Force 
Regulations,  have  now  been  condensed 
into  two  volumes  and  are  at  AFDAS 
for  printing  and  distribution.  Air 
Force  said  manuals  have  been  re- 
written to  incorporate  rewrite  of 
DOD  directive  on  administrative  dis- 
charges. 

MEASUREMENTS  TO  DETERMINE 
shear  strength  of  bottom  sediments 
were  made  by  U.S.  Navy  Electronics 
Laboratory  physicist,  Dr.  Homer  P. 
Bucker,  Jr.,  in  Deepstar  research 
vehicle  off  Southern  Calif,  coast.  Dr. 
Bucker’s  experiments  are  designed  to 
predict  what  part  of  sonar  beam  is 
reflected  when  it  strikes  bottom,  as 
well  as  what  part  of  beam  actually 
goes  into  ocean  bottom.  To  determine 
shear  strength,  small  disturbance  on 
ocean  bottom  is  created  by  exploding 
dynamite  cap,  generating  small  earth- 
quake wave.  How  fast  wave  travels 
determines  shear  strength  of  sediment. 

PRESIDENT  JOHNSON  HAS  pro- 
claimed Fire  Prevention  Week  begin- 
ning Oct.  9.  Chief  Executive  directed 
Federal  agencies  to  assist  in  effort  to 
reduce  needless  waste  of  life  and 
property  caused  by  preventable  fires. 


AIR  FORCE  EXCHANGE-OFFICER 
program  is  a small,  167  officer  proj- 
ect but  a vital  one  developing  mutual 
confidence  among  our  allies.  Posi- 
tions are  reciprocal  among  nations, 
with  the  Royal  Air  Force  and  Royal 
Canadian  Air  Force  offering  greatest 
exchange  opportunities  at  71  and  52 
positions  respectively. 

USNS  REDSTONE,  SECOND  of 
three  Apollo  Instrumentation  Ships 
being  converted  from  WWII  tankers 
by  General  Dynamics,  has  been  de- 
livered to  Navy.  First,  VANGUARD, 
was  delivered  Feb.  28.  Third  system 
ship,  MERCURY,  is  targeted  for 
delivery  Sept.  24. 

APOLLO  INSTRUMENTATION 
SHIPS  will  be  used  to  track  and  com- 
municate with  astronauts  in  their 
space  vehicles  during  Apollo  mission 
to  land  man  on  moon.  Vanguard  is 
often  referred  to  as  “Little  Houston” 
because  it  is  smaller  version  of  NASA 
Mission  Control  Center  in  Houston. 

FEDERAL  AVIATION  AGENCY 
postponed  until  August  15  effective 
date  of  amendment  to  regulations 
permitting  airmen  to  take  written 
tests  without  showing  qualifying  ex- 
perience, which  still  must  be  shown 
before  taking  oral,  practical  or  flight 
tests.  Under  amendment,  it  would  no 
longer  be  necessary  for  prospective 
airmen  to  meet  experience  require- 
ments or  airline  transport  pilots  to 
meet  general  eligibility  qualifications 
before  taking  written  tests. 

EIGHT  MEN  WINTERING-OVER  at 
Plateau  Station,  Antarctica,  have 
moved  to  an  emergency  camp  because 
of  continuing  generator  failures. 
Spare  generator  at  emergency  camp 
provides  heat,  power  and,  indirectly, 
water.  Situation,  according  to  the 
Navy,  presents  no  immediate  concern 
for  safety  of  men.  Plateau  Station  is 
one  of  coldest  areas  on  earth  and  was 
constructed  last  January  by  Navy’s 
Operation  Deep  Freeze  force. 
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Background  for  Commanders 

Vietnam:  External  Aggression,  Not  Revolution* 


The  non-Communist  commitment  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  South  Vietnam  is  often  con- 
fused by  the  exaggerated  importance  given  to  the 
so-called  National  Liberation  Front.  Statements  are 
made  that  what  is  going  on  in  South  Vietnam  is  a 
purely  internal  revolt  against  an  unpopular  government 
by  a discontented  population  represented  by  this  Lib- 
eration Front. 

Before  1960  no  one  had  even  heard  of  the  National 
Liberation  Front.  It  was  in  that  year  that  Hanoi 
radio  announced  its  formation. 

The  Geneva  Agreement  of  1954  separated  North 
and  South  Vietnam  by  a 5-mile  demilitarized  zone. 
The  northern  part,  with  its  capital  at  Hanoi,  was  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Communist  Viet  Minh,  while 
Saigon  became  the  capital  of  what  had  been  central 
and  South  Vietnam — internationally  recognized  by  more 
than  5 other  governments.  The  two  separate  entities 
were  obliged  not  to  interfere  with  each  other  until 
agreement  could  be  reached  between  them  on  when  and 
how  they  could  be  unified. 

What  We  Learned 

We  have  since  learned  quite  dramatically  that  Ho 
Chi  Minh’s  government  in  Hanoi  never  had  any  inten- 
tion of  allowing  the  South  Vietnamese  freely  to  choose 
their  own  government  and  run  their  own  affairs  until 
agreement  could  be  reached  on  unification.  There  were 
areas  of  South  Vietnam  nominally  under  Communist 
Viet  Minh  control  at  the  time  of  the  1954  Agreement. 
These  Viet  Minh  were  ordered  by  Hanoi  to  hide  their 
arms  and  to  do  what  they  could  to  frustrate  the 
attempts  at  administration  made  by  the  South  Viet- 
namese Government.  Ho  Chi  Minh  was  reasonably  con- 
vinced that  the  South  Vietnamese  Government  would 
easily  crumble  with  the  help  of  the  subversion  he 
directed. 

The  South  Vietnamese  Government  refused  to  par- 
ticipate in  a rigged  version  of  the  free  reunification 
elections  called  for  in  the  Geneva  Agreements  between 
the  North  Vietnamese  and  the  French.  South  Vietnam 
continued  to  make  progress  and  to  strengthen  its  posi- 
tion. By  1956  Ho  realized  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
subvert  the  Saigon-led  government  without  military 
action. 

Southern-born  Vietnamese  who  had  gone  North  for 
intensive  training  and  political  indoctrination  were 
returned  to  South  Vietnam  to  serve  as  the  hard  core 
of  the  so-called  “indigenous  force”  of  the  Viet  Cong. 

By  1959-60,  Hanoi  had  built  up  a military  capability 
in  the  South  which  enabled  them  to  step  up  their 
actions  considerably  beyond  small-scale  guerrilla 
activity. 

At  the  Third  Lao  Dong  (Communist)  Party  Congress 
in  Hanoi  in  September  1960,  Ho  Chi  Minh  said  that  the 


North  must  “step  up  the  national  democratic  people’s 
revolution  in  the  South.”  The  Party  Congress  called 
for  the  formation  of  a “National  United  Front”  in 
the  South. 

In  December  1960,  Hanoi  radio  announced  the  forma- 
tion of  a “Front  for  Liberation  of  the  South.”  This 
is  the  origin  of  the  so-called  “National  Liberation 
Front”  (NLF)  in  South  Vietnam. 

It  was  then,  and  still  is,  a pure  creature  and  tool  of 
the  North  Vietnamese  regime.  Its  so-called  leadership 
contains  not  a single  nationally-known  figure.  It  is 
as  faceless  to  the  outside  world  as  it  is  to  the  Viet- 
namese people.  Thus  it  is  not  a “National  Front”  and 
it  is  certainly  not  a “Liberation  Front”  for  its  purpose 
has  nothing  to  do  with  “Liberation” — quite  the  opposite. 

The  NLF  and  the  Viet  Cong 

The  NLF  has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  Viet  Cong,  especially  the  main  force,  or 
regular  Viet  Cong  battalions  and  regiments  in  the 
South.  These  main  force  units  and  other  Viet  Cong 
elements  are  supported,  supplied,  and  controlled  from 
Hanoi,  and  only  Hanoi  can  direct  them  to  cease  their 
aggression.  The  NLF  is  purely  the  political  facade  or, 
as  the  name  plainly  states,  the  political  front  for  Hanoi. 

The  movement  of  military  personnel  from  North 
Vietnam  into  the  South  became  so  flagrant  after  1960 
that  it  was  publicized  by  the  Legal  Committee  of  the 
Internatiortal  Commission  for  Supervision  and  Control 
(ICC),  composed  of  India,  Poland,  and  Canada,  with 
only  Poland  objecting,  in  1962. 

At  the  time  of  this  ICC  report  there  was  not  a 
single  American  combat  soldier  in  Vietnam  or  else- 
where on  the  mainland  of  Southeast  Asia. 

From  1959  to  1961  the  North  Vietnam  regime  infil- 
trated 10,000  men  into  the  South.  In  1962,  13,000  addi- 
tional personnel  were  infiltrated.  And  by  the  end  of 
1964  North  Vietnam  may  well  have  moved  over  40,000 
armed  and  unarmed  guerrillas  and  cadres  into  South 
Vietnam. 

Today  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  in  addition, 
at  least  12  regiments  of  regular  North  Vietnamese 
forces  are  fighting  in  organized  units  in  South  Vietnam. 
The  first  of  these  was  introduced  prior  to  the  air  action 
against  the  North. 

Our  whole  involvement  in  South  Vietnam  is  thus 
based  on  the  fact  that  the  Viet  Cong  is  not  an 
indigenous  revolt.  It  is  as  much  a case  of  outside 
aggression  as  if  Hanoi  had  boldly  moved  those  12 
regiments  in  marching  formation  across  the  17  th 
Parallel.  That  is  the  heart  of  our  involvement. 


* Excerpts  from  address  by  Deputy  Under  Secretary 
of  State  U.  Alexis  Johnson  at  Dyess  Air  Force  Base, 
Abilene,  Texas. 
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Top  RVN  Award  Given  to 
Lt.  Gen.  J.  H.  Moore,  USAF 

South  Vietnam’s  highest  award,  the 
Vietnam  National  Order,  Third  Grade, 
was  presented  to  Lt.  Gen.  Joseph  H. 
Moore  by  Prime  Minister  Nguyen 
Cao  Ky. 

Gen.  Moore  completed  two-and-one- 
half  years  in  RVN  as  commander  of 
the  2nd  Air  Division  and  later  the 
Seventh  Air  Force,  and  deputy  com- 
mander for  Air  Operations,  MACV. 

The  award  is  worn  by  only  one 
other  man,  Prime  Minister  Ky. 

Before  departing  RVN  to  be  Vice 
Commander  in  Chief,  PACAF,  Gen. 
Moore  also  received  two  other  high 
awards — the  Vietnam  National  Order, 
Fourth  Grade,  and  Gallantry  Medal 
with  Palm.  Gen.  William  C.  West- 
moreland, U.S.  Military  Commander 
in  Vietnam,  also  presented  Gen. 
Moore  with  the  Air  Force  Distin- 
guished Service  Medal. 

Army  Opens  New  European 
Communications  Network 

A major  segment  of  defense  com- 
munications network  in  Europe  has 
been  activated  as  part  of  European 
Tropo-Army  system  spanning  a num- 
ber of  Western  European  nations. 

Announcement  was  made  by  Brig. 
Gen.  Walter  B.  Bess,  commanding 
general  of  Army  Strategic  Commu- 
nications Command’s  European  oper- 
ations. 

The  activation  adds  more  than 
1,200  channel  miles  to  STRATCOM’s 
worldwide  communications  complex. 
The  system  will  support  all  U.  S. 
forces  in  Europe  and  the  NATO 
Armies. 

It  ties  in  communications  from  Leg- 
horn, Italy,  through  the  Italian  Alps 
up  to  Bremerhaven,  Germany,  and 
from  Heidelberg  to  within  a few  miles 
of  Paris. 

“Tropo”  signifies  tropospheric  scat- 
ter, a method  of  long-range  radio 
transmission  where  signals  are  de- 
flected off  a layer  of  the  atmosphere 
to  an  over-the-horizon  receiving  sta- 
tion. 


MIG  KILLERS — 1st  Lt.  Duane  A.  But- 
tell,  USAF  (left),  and  Capt.  William 
J.  Swendner,  USAF,  stand  beside  a 
heat-seeking  Sidewinder  missile  iden- 
tical to  one  they  used  to  down  a com- 
munist MIG-21  jet  near  Hanoi  July  14. 

Merchant  Ship  Research 
Test  Enters  Last  Phase 

Third  and  final  phase  of  Navy’s 
test  use  of  merchant  ships  as  “research 
ships  of  opportunity”  (RSO),  project 
Neptune  Limnos,  began  July  23  with 
departure  of  a freighter  from  Detroit 
carrying  cargo  to  European  and 
Mediterranean  ports. 

RSO  objective  is  to  conduct  limited 
oceanographic  research  aboard  com- 
mercial ships  during  regular  runs 
without  interfering  with  ship’s  rou- 
tine operation. 

SS  Exilona,  American  Export  Is- 
brandtsen  Lines,  is  carrying  a 20-foot 
mobile  sea  van  specially  instrumented 
to  obtain  marine  biological  and  other 
oceanographic  data  and  samples  while 
the  ship  cruises  at  normal  speed. 

First  Project  Neptune  phase  was  in 
late  summer  1964  when  SS  Java  Mail, 
American  Mail  Lines,  carried  a sea 
van  from  Seattle  to  Hong  Kong.  In- 
struments were  successfully  operated 
by  scientists  while  the  ship  sailed  at 
high  speed. 

Second  phase  was  conducted  aboard 
SS  Export  Champion,  American  Ex- 
port Isbrandtsen  Lines,  carrying  a 
mobile  laboratory  from  New  York 
City  to  Mediterranean  ports.  Van 
was  equipped  with  “jet  net”  gather- 
ing live  plankton  while  ship  traveled 
at  19  knot  speed. 


U.S.,  Australia  Issue 
Joint  Communique  on  RVN 

Australia’s  Prime  Minister  Harold 
E.  Holt  and  President  Johnson,  in 
White  House  talks,  reaffirmed  sup- 
port to  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  and 
called  for  an  end  of  the  fighting 
through  negotiations  of  an  honorable 
peace. 

The  two  leaders  “expressed  full 
confidence  that  these  efforts  will  be 
successful.” 

In  a joint  communique,  they  said 
they  “welcomed  the  initiative  of  the 
Prime  Minister  of  India  appealing  to 
the  Government  of  the  USSR  to  re- 
convene a meeting  of  the  Geneva 
powers  and  reaffirmed  their  readiness 
to  take  part  in  this  or  other  negotia- 
tions whenever  the  Hanoi  regime  in- 
dicates a willingness  to  do  so.” 

Navy  Skyhook  Balloons 
Gather  Cosmic  Ray  Data 

Navy  is  again  cooperating  with 
U.  S.  agencies  and  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment in  continuing  efforts  to  ob- 
tain cosmic  ray  data  in  the  Geomag- 
netic North  Pole  area. 

This  seventh  annual  program  in- 
cludes 60  Skyhook  balloon  flights 
launched  from  Canada.  Flights  are 
being  sponsored  for  scientific  groups 
by  Office  of  Naval  Research,  National 
Science  Foundation  and  NASA. 

Strike-Bound  Servicemen  Aided 
By  Operation  Combat  Leave' 

Coordinated  by  the  Continental  Air 
Command,  Air  Force  Reserve,  Air 
National  Guard  and  regular  Air  Force 
aircraft  have  been  airlifting  thou- 
sands of  military*  personnel  since 
“Operation  Combat  Leave”  got  un- 
derway July  10. 

President  Johnson  ordered  the  use 
of  military  aircraft  to  transport 
stranded  servicemen  on  leave,  en  route 
to  or  returning  from  duty  in  South- 
east Asia  because  of  the  airline 
strike. 

Regular  Air  Force  planes  partici- 
pated in  the  airlift  when  their  routes 
and  cargo  permitted. 
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